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"The Lawes againſt VVuches, &c. 


Anno primo Iacobi Regis, Cap.12. 
T he penalty for yratiſing of Invocation, or Conjuration, &c. 


ny 
= or ſhull Re Eng: 
redees —_— eed, ye Seay cl end wide 

t, to or for any intent os. purpole ; or take up any man , Wo- 
gan, or child,-dut of his; her, or thik grave, wa bond nb 


the dextbogy refterh vr any other [erate 

-_ perſoaztb be i ;noplipel, do uſed 1 any motive of Witthcraft ,Sor- 
(harme, or Inchantment, of ſhall uſe, practiſe, or , any 

a, 


v. » Aus e Charme , or Sorcery,. whereby any perſon 


the (3d ofcnges duly and axially Courind an Aupinees, ſhell 

fer pop of death as a Felon or Felons, and ſhall loſe - the priviledge 

tof Clergy an4 SanRuary, 

_—_— to the intent thatall manner of practiſe, uſe or 
ciſe of witchcraft, Inchantmaent, Charme, or Sorcery , (hould bots 
henceforth utterly avoided, aboliſhed, and taken away : Be it EnaRted 
by the Authority of this preſent Pazliament, that if any perſoo-'or pet- 
ſons, ſhall from and after che ſaid Feaſt of St. Michael the Archiogell 
next comming, take upon him or them , by Witchcraft , Inchantment, 
Charme, or Sorcery , to tell or declare in what place any Treaſure of 
Gold or Sos held oe aigdybaegherh gant, axe 
| ſccret places ; or where goods, or things loſt, or ſtolne. ſhould be found 
or become, oinngns any pzxſon co unlawfull love, 
or whereby any Cartel, ot any perſon 
walted z of ——_ any 
body , ar Ttpatn ochoning, mens done, —_—_ 
Every Wuca prac 
| cooridss, hal forthe nr fe pris 
ot one whole y 
quarter of the ſai 
cay, orazany ſuch cimeanmp faire {hall bekepr 
op the Fg bye peel 6 had aces lope 

by wes i wr 

And perſon or periors dc being onee convidted + GntooE- 
(onoetanaairabik to fefarmas and commit the like of- 
Snug 

cond time y 

(bull ſuffer paiges of dearh as ky ery 
bench agd grvledgeal Cen | 
of Dower , and alſo to the Heine 


ne re. 


EE that it ahe aitender inany the cates aforeſaid, 
pen to be a Peer of the Realm, tben n his eeyeld charein, tobe had by his 


Pers , as it isuſed in caſes of F. lony or Treafonp, and not etherwilſe. 
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(4) 
The Obſtruations for the diſcovery of | Witches, 

Ow for aſmichas Witches are the moſt crucll, revergefull, and 
bloody of all others : The Juftices of - Peace may not alwayes cx- 

cedh direRevidence) ſeing all their works are workes of darkenefle, 
| ar; 2" ley Fee roms to accuſe them; and therefore for 
their berter diſcovery I thought good here to infert cerraine obſervati- 
ons, partly out of the book of diſcovery of the Witches thar were a- 
at Lancafter, «Anno dom. 161 2. before Sir Fames Altham, and 

Sir Edvard Bromeley ) __ Afſiſe there: And partly- our of Mr. 
Bernards Gmwidg to grand 


, 1- Theſe Witches have ordicatily a fartiliar, or ſpirir, which appeat- 


eth to them ; ſomerimes in one ſhape, ſometimes in another, as in the 

ſhape of a Man, Woman, Boy, Degge, Car, Foale, Fowle, Hare, Rut, 

Toad, &c. And to theſe their ſpirits they give names, ard they meer 
to Chriſten them. Ber.107.113- 

2. Their faid Familiar hath ſome big or lietle reat upon their bady, 

where he ſuckerh them ;_ and befides their ſucking , the Devil leavech 


na de gnent ſometimes like a Blew-ſ Le 


apnea} fomerimes te fiſh ſunck in hollow , all 


fore ritne may rag ferro, away, bur —_ 
hg araerry ming tro the markes be bh 


pricked wil not bleed ; abroad ron s ad therds 

for require diligent and carefull ſearch: Bey.11 2. 219% 

"hel file rvoae maine pins todo convict theſe Wit- 
inllyckar cholo'Wicher have « Familiarzand ade 


to have been heard to call upon 
voi rbocnetihames hewofor then rocket. 


135 rar kin 


—_ or Wax wrong man, &e. ale of 


fucn as add bewicek) fore tn their hauleyvr which roalt, 
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+. Ter ect pekunpcs Wehes; asit they be 

given to uſuall and withalt 1rd 

riags to be revenged, er arg ay tre oe 1a 
tly followeth, Ber. 61.2054 
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(5) 
hurting them or their cattell, they (hall anſwer , You ſhould haye ler 
me alone then, or, I have not hurt you as yet : Theſe and the like ſpe. 
ches _ R_—_ a pry. a of _ power of kurting, Ber.206, 
6. Their diligent inquiry after the fick party; or coming to vilite him 
or her unſent for bur eſpecially being fotbiden che houſe, a 
7. Their —_ to the fick parcy in his fits. | 
8. Thefick party io his fizs naming the parties ſuſpe&ed, and where 
they be or have been, or wha they do, if cruly. pak 
9. The Commonreport cf theirnzighbours, eſpecially if the party 
ſuſpeRed be of kin, or {ervant to, or familiar with a convicted Witch: 
10. The teſtimony of other Witches, confeffing their own Witch- 
crafrs, and witneſſing againſt the ſuſpeRed, and rhat they have Spirits, 
or Markes ; that they have been ar their meetings : thir they have told 
them what harme they have done, &c. Ber.2 12.223, 
11. If the dead body bleed upon the Witches touching it. 
12, The teſtimony of che perſon hurt, upon his death. 
13. The examination and confeſſion of the Children ( able and fic 
toanſwer) or ſervants of the Witch, eſpecially cor the firſt 


ſix obſervations of the party ſuſpcRed ; ——_ curſings 
of the lick party ; her enquiring afrer the ſick parry ; her boaſting or 
rejoycing at the ſick parties trouble : Alſo whether they have ſeen het 


call upon, ſpeak to, or feed any Epirit, or ſuch like ; or have hzard her 
foretell of this miſhap, or ſpeak of her power to hurt, or of her tranſ- 
portationto this or that place,8&c, 

14. - Their own voluntary confeflion ( which exceeds 1ll other evi- 
dences) of the hurt they hzve done, or of the giving of their ſoules ro 
the Devil,” and of the Spirns which they have, how many, how they 
call them, and how rhey care by them. . 4 

15. Beſides; upon the apprehenfion of any ſaſpeRed, to ſearch alſo 
their houſes diligently for piRurcs of clay or wax, &e. haire cur, bones, 
powders, books of witcherafts/charms ; "and for pots or places where 
their ſpirits may be kept, the fmell of which place will ſtink dereftably. 

Now:to ſhew you further ſome fignes to know whether the ſick 

rty be bewitched : 

1. When a healthy body ſhall beſuddenly taken, &c. without pro- 
bable reaſon, or nazurall caufe appearing, &c. Ber. 1 6g. 

2. When two or more are taken in the like ftrange firs in many 


things. 
3> When the afflicted party in his fits doth tell ervly many things 
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'6) 
| ohes the Witch or other perſons abſcot are doing or ſaying, ana the 
IK©, 

4. When the parties (hall 'do many thiogs ſtrangely, or ſpeak many 
chings40 repos, and et out of their furs know not any thing thergot. 

5. When there is a th ſupcxnaturall, as that a. itropg man or 
two ſhall not be able to keep down a child, or weak perſon,upon a bed. 

6, When the 4x: "gn vomit up pins, needles, nailes, coales, lead, 
ES AG ,0,and ſhortly af 

7. Whenthe party vilibly ſome apparition, y afcer 
ſoine miſckicf (hall befall him. Ber.173. | 

Note, for the better riddance of theſe Witches , there mult good 
care-be had, as well in their examinations taken by the Juſtices, as alſo 
in the drawiog of their inditments, that the ſame be both let down di- 
reQly in the materiall points, &c. As, 
, 4 the Witch ( or party ſuſpeRed ) hath uſed invocation of ſome 
pirir. 

That they have conſulted or covenanted with their Spirit. 

That they i ed their Spirit. 

That they fed -or rewardcd their Spirit. 

That they have killed,or lamed, &c. ſome perſon,&c. 
And not to indi&t them generally tor beirg Witches &c. 


The difference berween Conyuration, Witchcraft, and Inchantmert, 
&c. is this: 45z, Conjurers and Witches have perſonall conference 
with the Devil or evill ſpirit,to «ft<& their purpole{ee 1 Sam. 28.7.&c. 
The Corjurers believe, that by certain terrible words they can ratte the 
Devil,and make him to tremble; and by impaling themſcives in 4 cir- 
cle ( which as one faith cannot keep out a mouſe ) they beleeve that 
they are thereinjoſconſed and ſafe from the Dc vil, whom they are a- 
bout to raiſe ;” and having raiſed the Devil, they ſeem, by prayers, and 
invocation of Gods } Names, to compellthe Devil to fay or 
do what the Conyurer h him, 


The Witch dezleth rather by a friendly 2nd voluntary conference or 
agreement between him (or her ) and the Devilor Familiar,to bave his 
or her turn ſerved, and-in heu thereof the Witch giveth (or offerceh ) 
his or her ſoule, blaod, or other gift unto the Devil. 

Alfothe Conjurer compaRteth for curicfity,to know ſecrets,or work 
miracles ; And the Witch of meerc malice to do nuiichicfe, and robe 
revenged. - 


The 


(7) 
The Inchanter, Charmer, or A theſe have no perſonall conte- 
rence With the Devil,bur ( withoutany apparition) work and perform 
things (unto ately Span itious,and ceremoniall 
tormes of (called Charmes ) by them pronounced, or by medi- 
cines, herbs, ot other things applied above the courſe of nacure ; and by 
the Devils help,an4 covenants made with him. 

Of this Laſt ſort likewiſe are Soorhfayers or Wiſards, which divine 
and foretell things to come, by the fiying, ſinging, or feeding of Birds 
and unto ſuch qu-ſtions as be demanded of them, they do anſwer by 
the Devil (or by his help.) /c. they do either anſwer by voyce, orclic 
do ſet before their eyes inglail:s, chryſtall ſtones,or rings, the pitures 
or images of the or things ſoughe for. 


FIFTALALITLLIALISALAAIISAAEECAL, 


I ſhall now adde the Confeſsion of Mother Lake- 
land of Ipſwich, who was —_— and con- 
demned for a Witch , and ſuffered death by 
burning, art Ipſwich in Suffolk , on Tueſday the 
9. of September, 1645. 


He ſaid Mother Lakeland hath been a profeſſour of Religion , a 
conſtant hearer of the Word for theſe inapy years, and yet a witch 

(as ſhe confeſſed) for the ſpace of near twenty years. The Devi/ came 
her een: aged ng, IT 
ce, telli it the w e hi ſhould want nothing. 
Wig try > nf ee then he (troke his claw- 
(as ſhe confeſſed) into her hand, and with her blood wrote the Cove- 
nants. ( Now the ſubtilty of Sathanus to be obſerved, in that be did not 
preſſe her ta deny God i/t, 4s he wſeth to do to others ; becauſe ſhe 
w4s 4 Profeſſonr, and might bave loſÞ all bis hold by preſſing her too far ) 
Then he furniſhed her with three Imps, two little Dogs and a Mole (as 
(he confeſſed ) which ſhe imployed in her ſervices : Her husband ſhe 
bewitched (as [he confefſed) whereby ke lay in great miſery for a _ 
an 


('8) 
and at laſt dyed. Then ſhe ſent one of her to one Mr. Lawrence in 
nate mana canpilt ife : ſhe ſent one of them 
to his Child,to torment it,and rake away the life of it, which was 
done upon them borh-: and all this ( as ſhe confeſſed ) was, becauſe he 
aSked her for 1 2.8.chat ſhe owed him,and for no other caule. 
> turther confeſſed, chat ſhe ns rn ego ng 
enings in Ipſwich, to torment her and take away her life , which was 
19%, ws and this for no other ns; bur' for thar che ſaid 
Maid wonld not lend her a needle that ſhe defired to borrow of her,and 
was earneſt with her for a ſhilling that ſhe owed the ſaid Maid. 

Then ſhe further confefled,ſhe ſent one of ker Imps to one Mr. Brale 
in /pſwich,who had formerly been a ſutor to her Grand-child; and be- 
cauſe he would not have her , ſhe ſent and burned a new ip (that had 
never been at Sea.) that he was to go Maſter of ; and ſent allo to tor- 
ment him and take away his life ; but he is yet living, bur in very great 
miſery, and as it is verily conceived by the Doors and Chirurgions 
that have him in hand, that he conſumes and rots, and that halfe of his 
body is rotten upon him as he is living, 

- Severall other things ſhe did , for all which ſhe was by Law con- 
demned to dic, and in particular to be burned to death, becauſe (hz was 
the death of her husband, as (he confeſſed ; which death ſhe ſuffered ac+- 


cordingly. 

CE cad te end as remarkable, 2nd to 
be raken notice of : That upon the very day that ſhe was burned, a 
bunck of fleſh, ſomething afrer the form of x Dog, that grew upon the 
thigh of the ſaid Mr. Bedlz,cver ſince the time that (he firlt ſent her mp 
to him, being very hard, but could never be made to break by all the 
means thar could be uſed ; brake of ir ſelf, without any means ning : 
And another fore, thar'#t rhe ſawe time ſhe firſt ſent ker Impro kim, 
roſe upon'thefide of his belly, in the form of a Fiſtule, which ran, and 
could not be healed by all the means thar conld be uſed, preſently alſo 
began to-hegle,, and there is great that he will ſuddenly reeover 
again, for his ſores heale apace, and he doch recover his . He 
was inthis miſery for the ſpace of a yeare and halfe, and was to 
go with his head and his knees together, his miſery was ſo great. 
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